
Welcome to 
The Ilfracombe Academy

Situated on a beautiful coastal site overlooking the town and the Bristol Channel, 
we are an 11-18 church academy and part of the St Christopher’s Trust. We have 
1000 students on roll including a popular and expanding Sixth Form.
Our students come from a wide geographical area stretching from the surfi ng 
beaches of Woolacombe across Exmoor to Lynton and the Somerset border.

Life in All its Fullness

“This is a good and improving school” 

 Ofsted April 2017

“A strong sense of hope pervades this rapidly improving 
school. It has a transformative impact on students.” 

SIAMS Report February 2017



Our Values and 
Vision for Every Student

We are committed to the highest standards of academic excellence; we are 
dedicated to providing the best possible education for all our students by 
developing the knowledge, understanding and skills essential for learning 
and leading a fulfi lled life. 

We serve and support our community providing a child-centred education that 
refl ects Christian values. This is achieved through being sensitive to the needs of a 
diverse society and promoting our core values of Hope, Kindness, Courage, 
Integrity, Trust, Respect and Responsibility. These values are central to our school.

Life in All its Fullness

“Students grow into well-rounded and self-motivated young people who draw 
on Christian values to recognise qualities and ambitions in themselves and who 
believe they can make a difference in society.” 

SIAMS Report February 2017

“The strong and respectful relationships 
between staff and pupils foster the growing 

confi dence in successful achievement.” 

Ofsted April 2017



An Inspirational 
Environment

The facilities at the Academy are welcoming and spacious boasting breath-taking 
views of the sea and the surrounding area. Our brand new school opened in 
2018, giving the school an outstanding environment in which to build on the 
excellent teaching already taking place.
The classrooms support the courses we offer with departmental suites of rooms, 
fully equipped workshops, laboratories and extensive performance and sports 
facilities including a 3G all-weather pitch.
Sixth Form students enjoy their own dedicated area situated within the new 
sports block with study facilities, common room, kitchen and direct access to the 
new sport facilities.

Life in All its Fullness

“The school has encouraged me to reach my 
full potential and exceed my target grades.” 

Year 11 Student



A Broad and 
Balanced Curriculum

At The Ilfracombe Academy we offer a curriculum tailored to the needs of all 
our learners. Students are constantly challenged to improve and develop their 
knowledge and skills in a supportive, caring environment. 

Success is celebrated across and beyond the curriculum so students develop 
confi dence and a sense of achievement.
Family and community involvement play an essential role in the success of our 
students and we welcome collaboration and feedback to support and improve the 
learning of our young people.

Life in All its Fullness

“The curriculum is strong and caters
 for the needs of the full range of pupils.” 

Ofsted April 2017 

 “The school plays an active part
 in community life, with many strong
 links which have enriched the learning of our pupils.”

Senior Leader



A Love of Learning:
Developing Ambition

Curiosity, love of learning and academic challenge is central to our students’ 
experience of school. We offer an exciting and broad range of subjects that 
allow all students to succeed academically as well as developing their 
individual strengths, talents and interests. Learning experiences beyond the 
classroom and across subject areas are also a very important part of our school 
life and our House System ensures a healthy spirit of competition.

Life in All its Fullness

“We are proud to be a school which promotes 
excellence and high aspirations for all our students. 

We are also proud to be inclusive and welcoming.”  

Headteacher

 “Students have clear plans for their future and 
the leaders know what these are. “ 

Ofsted April 2017 

For Year 11 students, progression into our 
Sixth Form is a natural next step. The vast 
majority of our students choose to remain 

with us and build upon the fi rm groundwork 
already laid down moving confi dently into 

a more independent environment with 
staff who know them well. 



A Welcoming 
and Caring Community

Each child’s welfare and happiness is important to us. Year 7 students are well 
supported to ensure their smooth transition from primary school. This support 
continues throughout the students’ time with us through to the Sixth Form.
Heads of Year have detailed knowledge of all students and regularly track 
their academic and personal development. Students are supported by Pastoral 
Co-ordinators working to develop aspirational, happy, confi dent and well-rounded 
young people.

For those students with special educational needs or disabilities, we have a highly 
qualifi ed SEND team who ensure that every student is supported and encouraged to 
achieve their best.

Life in All its Fullness

“Students feel well prepared to live as 
part of diverse communities in the future 
because the subject ‘opens doorways in 

the mind’. Many develop leadership skills 
through the impressive range of 

opportunities on offer.”  

SIAMS Report February 2017

Ofsted April 2017

“The physical and emotional welfare 
of pupils is at the heart of 

the school’s work.” 



Confi dent Students 
with Diverse Interests

We recognise the importance of extra-curricular activities. The school offers a wide 
growing range of activities both to support and enrich the learning experience. 

A balanced programme including academic, physical and creative elements 
runs throughout the school year. Major emphasis is also placed upon widening 
horizons and raising aspirations through educational visits, both home and 
abroad, and the now well established Activities Days Programme in the
Summer Term.

Life in All its Fullness

“There is a comprehensive range of enrichment activties 
that pupils can attend. No pupil is denied an opportunity 

of attending. The activities provide stimulus, competition 
and creative opportunities that enhance pupils’

 imagination, health and social skills.” 

Ofsted April 2017



Celebrating Success

We regularly share the success of our students through our newsletter, the 
press, website and social media.

Life in All its Fullness

www.ilfracombeacademy.org.uk

Recognising and celebrating success is an integral aspect of our school and 
community life. We encourage our students to succeed through effort, responsibility, 
citizenship and high aspirations and we take great pride in their wide ranging 
achievements.




