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The Ilfracombe Academy – Why presentation and uniform are a part of 
our high expectations: 

• Wearing uniform gives students a sense of belonging to our school. 

• It helps students share a common identity regardless of finance, 

background, culture, or religion. 

• It removes peer pressure to buy designer label clothes and shoes that 

not all can afford. 

• It helps students get ready to learn, getting into school clothes signals 

that the day has started and helps sharpen the brain for learning. 

• It makes the busy morning routine easier. No more rows and decisions 

about what to wear or whether it’s cool enough. Everyone’s in the same 

boat. 

• In prepares students for the reality of working life and their future. 

 

Fair and Consistent   
 
We strongly believe in fairness, consistency and being clear on expectations. The 

intent of this booklet is to make the route of looking smart and feeling confident 

simple. 

• Hope  

• Kindness  

• Courage  

• Integrity  

• Trust  

• Respect  

• Responsibility 

• Resilience 

 
 
  

Our values run through the core of 
the school.  We want students who 
take responsibility for their 
uniform and wear it with pride. 
 
This resource outlines what is 
appropriate and what is not.  If in 
doubt at all, please ask a member 
of the pastoral team.     



 

Uniform and Appearance 

A high standard of personal appearance is expected of all students. We will always 
contact parents where students arrive at school in non-uniform or inappropriate 
footwear. Students will be asked to go home to get changed or spend a day in the 
removal room if they do not have full uniform. 
 
Compulsory School Uniform 
 

• It is expected that all students will wear full school uniform to and from 
school. 

• In some subject areas, all jewellery must be removed or covered for health 
and safety reasons. 
 
 

We do not allow students to wear the following: 
 

• Denim/leather garments 
• Extremes of fashion 
• Baseball caps or hoods 
• Boots 

 
Acceptable Not acceptable 

White shirt or blouse with collar Coloured or patterned shirt or blouse 

School blazer and tie with school logo  

School jumper with school logo Any other sweatshirt 

Set School black skirt (from uniform 
suppliers) 
 
School black trousers or shorts (tailored)  

Excessively short or tight-fitting styles 

Denim, cord, canvas or any extreme 
design, tight-fitting trousers, leggings, 
jogging bottoms. 

Plain black footwear (no coloured logo or 
pattern) 

Boots, high heels, thick platforms, 
sandals, flip-flops or any extreme design 

White/black/grey socks or black tights Coloured or patterned socks or tights 

Plain black belt Coloured, studded or extreme fashion 
belts 

Jewellery is limited to a single 
stud/sleeper in each ear. Any other facial piercing 

Hair must be of natural colour   
  



 

 
Examples of correct Uniform 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We encourage students to wear an outdoor coat to school but from 8.50am they 
should not be worn inside the building.  Any coats/hooded tops or non-uniform 
worn inside the building after 8.50am will be removed and we will keep it in 
student services for parents to collect. 
 
 
Equipment/Clothing 

All items of clothing and equipment should be marked with the student’s name.  
Clearly labelled possessions are easy to identify and can be returned to their 
owners if they are misplaced. 
 
Lockers can be hired for £5 per year and a returnable £5 deposit so that students 
do not need to carry heavy bags or PE kit around the building, we encourage the 
use of lockers.   



 

 
Hair and Piercings 

 
Hair/Body 
 

• Exaggerated hair styles and colours are not 
acceptable;  

• Natural hair colours only. 
• False nails are not acceptable.  
• Nail varnish is not permitted (In areas of the 

school it’s a health and safety risk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Piercings/Jewellery  

 
 

• Jewellery should be simple and discreet and is 
limited to a single stud or sleeper in each ear.  

• Sleepers or earrings should be no larger than a 1p 
piece.  

• Facial piercings of any kind are not permitted, 
(Including clear retainers)  

• Bracelets or necklaces are not permitted for health 
and safety. 
 

  



 

Sports Clothing 

PE Kit and Expectations 
 
Every student should take part in every PE lesson and to ensure this happens 
students will need to know the following expectations. 
 
Students will not be excused from PE with a note from home.  A note may be 
written from home to inform the teacher of previous illness/injury, but the teacher 
has the responsibility to suggest the level of activity a student can participate in.  If 
necessary, the teacher may request a student changes group if the nature of the 
activity is unsuitable for that student’s needs. 
 
Students take part in PE with or without kit if it is safe to do so.  If a student has 
forgotten all or part of their kit, they must borrow kit that is available within the 
department stores.  If a kit is not available, the student will have to take part in 
their uniform or change groups for that lesson only.  Sanctions will be set for 
missing kit. 
 
Kit requirements:  
 
The new PE kit compromises of the clima-cool t-shirt and quarter zip jumper. 
There is no expectation for students in older years to buy the new PE kit, but if 
they have outgrown or need to replace an item of their kit they will need to buy the 
new style. 
 

• Long-sleeved quarter zip school logo jumper 
• School logo clima-cool navy short-sleeved t-shirt 
• School logo navy rugby training top (optional)  
• Plain navy or black shorts 
• Plain navy or black jogging bottoms or plain sports lycra leggings 
• Training shoes (not boot style) and non-marking soles exclusively for PE 
• Football socks (navy or black) 
• Studded boots (worn on all weather pitch and wet grass). Note: plastic or 

rubber studs only to be worn on the all-weather pitch, no blades or trainers 
• Shin pads for football 
• Gum shield for rugby 

No jewellery is to be worn. Newly pierced earrings can be taped but must be taken 
out for invasion games and gymnastics. 



 

Examples of correct PE Kit 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Valuables 
 
The Academy is unable to accept responsibility for valuable items, including 
expensive outdoor coats, which are brought into school.   
We recommend the following items are not bought in, if you must then always 
keep them about your person: 

- Money,  
- Mobile phones,  
- Devices,  
- Watches,  

 
Speakers are not allowed in school. 
 
  



 

FOOTWEAR FOR THE ALL WEATHER PITCH 
 

To protect and maintain the high-quality playing surface, approved footwear must 
be worn at all times. The only footwear permitted is round rubber/plastic moulded 
studs or metal/plastic screw in studs (Astroturf trainers, flat trainers, shoes and 
blades are not allowed for health and safety reasons). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                              
 
 

  
 
 
                       
                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

    Examples of suitable footwear  

  Examples of non-suitable footwear 
 



 

FOOTWEAR FOR THE SPORTS HALL  
 
To protect and maintain the surface, students are expected to wear clean, non-
marking indoor trainers. We recommend the following styles of trainers. 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 

Uniform Pass 
 
If a student has misplaced their uniform at home or lost an item them they should 
bring in a note from home (or parents/carers can email) explaining the issue and 
give it to the pastoral co-ordinator.  They will then be issued with a ‘uniform pass’ 
for a set period of time so you can find a solution. 
 
The student will need the uniform pass on them at all times – They will be 
challenged by staff. 
 
 
Shirts  
 
Shirts need to be tucked in at all times.  If a students shirt is untucked a member 
of staff will record a negative on class charts.  If this happens twice in one week 
the student will receive an academic catch up at lunch with their head of year.  If 
it happens 4 times in one week they will do an afterschool academic catch up. 
 
 
Support  

If you receive free school meals we may be able to support with elements of your 
uniform.  Please get in touch with the relevant pastoral team. 

    Examples of suitable footwear 
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